
July 14, 2009     
 

Raymond Arroyo, News Director
EWTN
5817 Old Leeds Rd.
Irondale, AL 35210 
 

Dear Mr. Arroyo:
 
I'm writing to you about the World Over May 15 broadcast segment, dealing with the
Pope's May 8-15 Holy Land trip, which included comments by Brother Aloysius Florio that
were unbalanced and inaccurate.
 
First, you'll recall Br. Florio's comments pertaining to the May 11 meeting held by the Pope
at the Notre Dame Center in Jerusalem. The meeting had been seriously marred by an
anti-Israel outburst by Sheik Tamimi, the Chief Islamic Judge of the Palestinian Authority,
who falsely accused Israel of several crimes against Palestinians. Br. Florio, commenting on
Tamimi's diatribe, credulously accepted Tamimi's claims. Here is a transcript of the
segments:
 
ARROYO: In the evening that same day, the Pope held an inter-religious dialogue. You'll
remember - there was a Christian representative and then the Pope spoke and then
suddenly there was an unscheduled speaker - and this was Sheik Tayseer Tamimi - who
interrupted the proceedings - and you'll recall - this is the same cleric who interrupted
John Paul II in the year 2000. 
 
BR. FLORIO: He criticized, of course, very strongly, in strong language, not
diplomatically, what the Israelis are doing to the Palestinians - depriving them of their
rights, tortured, imprisoned, etcetera, etcetera. 
 
Viewers would have been better served if counter commentary had been                          
provided to balance Br. Florio's claim. Likewise, viewers should have been                         
informed of the disapproving reaction to Tamimi's statements by Catholic                         
and Jewish religious leaders. According to a May12 Jerusalem Post article,                         
the director of the Holy See Press Office, Fr. Federico Lombardi, condemned                         
Tamimi's diatribe as "a direct negation of what dialogue should be" and the                         
Chief Rabbi of Haifa, Rabbi Shear Yashuv Cohen, the only Jewish representative on the
stage with the pope, condemned Tamimi for "cynically exploiting the media opportunity to
incite and disparage the State of Israel." Rabbi Cohen, who is also the co-chairman of a
joint Chief Rabbinate-Holy See interreligious committee, said he would refuse to meet with
Tamimi again.
 
Later in World Over, Br. Florio commented on the May 13 West Bank visit in which the



Pope expressed sorrow for the need for the security barrier:  
 
BR. FLORIO: This wall is a source of great suffering for the Palestinian people because it
deprives them from crossing over into Israel where many of them found work.
Consequently now, they are suffering the affects of that. There's a lot of problems with
people - even our own Christian people - the every day need for food and so forth. 
 
Unfortunately, viewers were not informed that the security barrier was created as a result
of Palestinian terrorists entering Israel from the West Bank and taking the lives of more
than a thousand innocent people. The barrier has significantly helped to minimize the
number of these terrorist attacks, thus saving many Israeli lives and, as well, avoiding
Palestinian casualties which would have resulted from Israeli incursions responding to the
attacks.  According to the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 1,182 Israelis  have been killed
by Palestinian violence and terrorism since September 2000. But the erection of the security
barrier, together with the use of security checkpoints,  reduced  the number of Israelis
killed by Palestinian suicide bombers - from 220 in 2002 to 142 in 2003, 55 in 2004, 22 in
2005, 15 in 2006, and 3 in 2007.          

Furthermore, while Br. Florio described hardships endured by Palestinian Christians, he
neglected to inform viewers that while Christians are emigrating from Muslim-dominated
countries (including Palestinian areas) surrounding Israel - largely as a result of systematic
Muslim persecution - it's not the case in Israel itself, where the Christian population has
steadily increased. This trend has been documented by many authors including Justus Reid
Weiner, a human rights lawyer and scholar-in-residence at the Jerusalem Center for Public
Affairs (JCPA). In his report, titled “Christians Flee Growing Islamic Fundamentalism in
the Holy Land,”  Mr. Weiner wrote:

The Christian population of the areas under the control of the Palestinian Authority has
sharply declined in recent decades, as tens of thousands have abandoned their holy sites and
ancestral properties to live abroad. Those who remain comprise a beleaguered and dwindling
minority. In sharp contrast, Israel’s Christian community has prospered and grown by at least
270 percent since the founding of the state. 

In the interest of fairness and accuracy, we urge EWTN to issue a clarification (or
correction) in a forthcoming broadcast of the World Over. Please inform us as soon as
possible as to your decision on this matter.
 

Sincerely,
 

Myron Kaplan
Senior Research Analyst
CAMERA
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